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is equal to two right angles "as clear as daylight" — "You may 
turn the cord by which you hang up a picture as many ways 
as you like — you may make different shaped triangles all day 
long with it ; but it is quite plain that you cover no more space 
and no less space than you cover when you so stretch the string 
in hanging up the picture as to make two right angles" (pp. 
46, 47). The history is equally wonderful. For instance, "It is 
quite clear, then, that where there were Christian churches, and 
Christian teachers, and baptism, and marriage, and burial of the 
Christian sort, there could be no such slaves as there were in ancient 
times" (p. 159). 

In the "Essays on Conduct" which occupy the last third of 
the book we have a disconnected set of sermonettes of the usual 
Sunday-school type, in which no distinction in importance is drawn 
between such points as care in crossing a road and telling the truth. 
Much of the " morality" here is of the calculating sort, — the reward 
of being " good" and the direful consequences of being " naughty" 
being generally to the fore, though higher motives are brought in 
incidentally. But even at the best, such books as this are a mistake. 
The simple moral teaching suitable for quite young children — and 
this book is intended for those so young that they need teaching 
how to read the face of a clock — should always take the form of 
comments by the parents on the actual conduct of the child, or of 
the child himself, guided by parent or teacher, on the actions of 
the heroes of his stories, and generally should be as brief and con- 
crete as possible. Such "Essays" as these, if read, would tend to 
make the readers nearly as priggish as the author describes himself 
(pp. 260-262) as having been. We don't wish to see such boys 
multiplied. 

J. Welton. 
Yorkshire College, Leeds. 

The Kindergarten System. Its Origin and Development as seen 
in the Life of Friedrich Froebel. Translated and adapted from 
the work of Alexander Bruno Hanschmann for the use of English 
kindergarten students. By Fanny Franks. Swan Sonnenschein 
&Co. 

In this book Miss Franks has given us not an actual translation 

of Hanschmann 's work, but " rather an account of the contents of 

the book with such omissions, curtailings, and transpositions as 

seem to me necessary to render the material practically useful to 
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kindergarten students and others interested in the newer and 
better ways of training young children." Although primarily in- 
tended for kindergarten students, it will prove interesting, also, to 
a wider circle of readers. 

We are inclined to think, however, that the general reader may 
find the title of the book- at first glance somewhat misleading, 
and be likely to expect a practical guide to the kindergarten sys- 
tem, and a complete exposition of its means and methods. This, 
however, is not the purpose of the book, and in estimating its 
value we must not regard it as a practical hand-book of kinder- 
garten teaching, but rather as an attempt "to show what kind of 
man Froebel was, and how he came to elaborate his system." 

Judged from this point of view the book is quite successful ; in- 
deed, it is the most sympathetic presentation of the personality and 
work of Froebel which we have hitherto met with in English. 

Froebel's relation to other educators of his time, and especially 

to Pestalozzi, is well brought out, as also the value of his work in 

connection with the training of women teachers. Appendices on 

"The Education of Man" and the work of " Madame de Portu- 

gall" complete the volume. 

H. Millicent Hughes. 
University College, Cardiff. 

Children under the Poor-Law. By W. Chance, M.A. 
London: Sonnenschein & Co., 1897. 

Mr. Chance writes with authority and from fulness of knowledge. 
In this book he presents us with a history of poor-law education 
since the poor-law amendment act of 1834, and with a complete 
survey of the different systems of training and educating poor-law 
children in force at the present time. The writer endeavors to 
weigh the merits and demerits of each system dispassionately and 
impartially ; and we know it is a subject upon which there is violent 
difference of opinion. His conclusion is eclectic : he does not ad- 
vocate one system rather than another. " One system suits one 
locality better than another, while a combination of systems is also 
useful." In short, he seems to favor experiment and elasticity : what 
he wants is a fair field for genuine interest and conscientious ad- 
ministration. He has no sympathy with " revolutionary' ' proposals, 
such as the transference of pauper children from the control of the 
poor-law authorities to that of the educational authorities ; but he 
is certainly convinced of the urgent need of certain reforms in 



